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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

e Jesuit Retreat House in Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
fosters spiritual enrichment rooted in the
Gospels, the Catholic tradition and the
spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Our
ministry is dedicated to creating a rich variety
of retreat experiences and providing an
atmosphere of quiet, peace and prayer in which
men and women of all faiths are encouraged to
discover and respond generously to God’s
personal invitation to wholeness and holiness.

“For The Greater Glory of God”

New Beginnings
e start of Advent at the end of this month marks the beginning of a new Church year. e season of
Advent, though, focuses on much more than the start of another liturgical year. Advent is a time of
beginnings, and draws our attention to three beginnings.
First, Advent is a celebration of a beginning that already happened. Christ’s birth marked this new
beginning. We know the story and its characters well: the Annunciation to Mary by the Angel Gabriel; her betrothal to
Joseph and Joseph’s visit from an angel; her visit to Elizabeth; and then the shepherds, sheep, manger, magi and infant
Jesus. During Advent we look forward to and prepare ourselves for the joyful celebration of God’s incarnation!

www.JesuitRetreatHouse.org

Second, during Advent we look forward to Christ’s coming, not only at the Nativity, but also at the end-time. is is the
beginning still to come. Our preparation for this Second Coming is still joyful and hopeful, but also tinged with penance as
we prepare for this encounter. Hence, the purple in church—a symbol of penance—and the change to more solemn music
during the season.

Spiritual Reading
Aer being wounded in battle, Ignatius of
Loyola convalesced at the Loyola castle. ere,
bedridden, he had just two books to read: a
life of Christ and a lives of the Saints. Letting
their stories and message be absorbed into his
heart and imagination was the beginning of
his conversion.
Like Ignatius, the practice of spiritual
reading can form our hearts evermore into
Christ’s heart and focus our thoughts on
greater service of Christ and the Gospel.
Scripture, the Church’s daily Oﬃce of
Readings, lives of the Saints, pastoral letters
and encyclicals, books on prayer, and articles

from our favorite Catholic journals or newspapers (online or in print) are some options
for spiritual reading. Because spiritual reading
can be a helpful complement to a retreat, the
Jesuit Retreat House has a sizable library in
the Loyola lounge.
e Jesuit Retreat House also oﬀers a
selection of books for sale to retreatants.
Recently, we moved our small bookstore from
Loyola’s enclosed veranda to the parlor oﬀ the
Loyola lounge. We hope you ﬁnd the new
location more inviting and encouraging for
your own spiritual reading.

“You will not see anyone who is truly striving after his spiritual advancement
who is not given to spiritual reading.”
– St. Athanasius of Alexandria

Don’t miss the sweeping view of time proclaimed by the scriptures during Advent—from Nativity to Second Coming—
and don’t miss what’s in between. For in between these two events is a third beginning. Here, we ﬁnd ourselves with the
opportunity to ﬁnd meaning for our lives. is is the invitation for a new beginning now in our lives, an invitation to come
closer to Christ, to grow into his love and to ﬁnd meaning in our lives in discipleship. St. Ignatius’ conversion and choice to
follow Christ marked a new beginning in his life. (Read “e Sword of Ignatius” on the next page.)
My arrival at JRH earlier this year—and Fr. Jim’s, Br. Lee’s, and Tanya Hielke’s still recent arrivals—mark new beginnings
in our lives and in the life of the retreat house. Our new weekend retreat format with eight conferences is a new beginning.
Each adaptation to the ebb and ﬂow of the pandemic feels like a new beginning. Retreats you make may mark new
beginnings in your life. I believe they did for the roughly twenty-ﬁve percent of our retreatants this fall who came to JRH
for the ﬁrst-time. Together, let us journey into these new beginnings and the many new beginnings of our lives with
perseverance, patience, and preparedness, never losing sight of Christ.
Advent is about the coming of the light of Christ into the world and into our lives. Let’s not miss it! One of the Advent
Mass texts prays that “Christ may ﬁnd an eager welcome at his coming.” In our eagerness this new year, may our hearts be
vigilant, our lives faithful, and may we recognize and welcome Christ when he comes before us.
In Christ,

Fr. Mark Carr, S.J.

e Sword of Ignatius
[e following article by Fr. Frank Majka, S.J., originally
appeared in a publication of Marquette University. For many
years, a framed copy of the article has hung in the Loyola lounge.
It is reprinted here with the author’s permission and is worth
rereading this Ignatian Year.]
On the back wall of the chapel at the Jesuit Retreat House in
Oshkosh, Wis., hangs a carving of St. Ignatius dressed in
armor and kneeling on one knee before a statue of the Virgin
and Child of Montserrat, oﬀering up his sword. e picture
evokes attitudes that are particularly Ignatian and Jesuit,
namely, to do great deeds for God’s greater honor and glory
—A.M.D.G., the motto of the Society of Jesus.
It powerfully conveys the ideals of dedication
and service and expresses the sentiments
Ignatius expressed in the prayer called the
Suscipe, in which a person puts all of his or her
gis and talents at God’s disposal, to be used
as God sees ﬁt.
But the carving carries another meaning,
for it represents the vigil Ignatius kept
at the shrine of Montserrat, when,
aer recovering from the wounds
he had suﬀered in battle, he le his
sword behind to become a pilgrim. is was
a very important event in Ignatius’ life because giving up his
sword meant giving up his status as a soldier and becoming

Stocking Stuﬀer
vulnerable and defenseless, like the poor whose only protection
was God and the goodness of others.
Such a stance was not easy in Ignatius’ time. It isn’t easy in ours,
either, for our society teaches us to live in fear of many things—
everything from muggings and terrorist attacks to failure,
sickness and old age. Conditioned to be afraid, who wants to
give up those things that seem to protect us,
but which many times only serve to weigh us
down? Defenses, especially defenses designed
to hurt others (our own personal swords),
can be heavy baggage, oﬀering the illusion
of safety, but actually just pushing others
away from us without reason.
Putting our powers at God’s disposal and
at the same time being vulnerable go
together in Ignatian spirituality, as they
do in Christianity itself, where God’s
power is displayed most paradoxically in situations of
radical vulnerability, like in the stable at Bethlehem and on the
cross at Calvary.
ose of us who take inspiration from the spirituality of St.
Ignatius can ask ourselves not only what great deeds we can do
for God but also what swords we need to lay down, what things
we carry with us that promise to protect our lives but, really,
only diminish them.

Tribute to Trish
e Fall 2010 edition of this Reﬂections Newsletter announced that Trish Neuman joined the JRH
team as the retreat registrar. Over the past 11 years, Trish has welcomed over 17,000 retreatants and
guests to JRH. For many of those retreatants, a brief hello and chat with Trish is part of their retreat
experience. Although she is a pleasure to talk to on the phone, and always polite in her emails, she
is immensely better in person! JRH retreatants and staﬀ describe Trish as: welcoming, cheerful,
caring, organized, dedicated, sincere, helpful, spiritual, and loving. Last month Trish went
part -time. She will oﬃcially retire at the end of the calendar year. All our hearts are ﬁlled with
fondness and gratitude for Trish Neuman. ank you Trish!
[In January, JRH will celebrate Trish’s retirement. Around that time, we will send out information on
how you can be part of a tribute honoring Trish’s kindness and many years at JRH.]

Holy Ground
Below are some ways that 2021 retreatants describe JRH and their experiences here. We hope that these comments resonate
with you.
· "It was wonderful. is is my third time here, and I believe my most meaningful. Many things in my life have changed since
my last retreat which made a diﬀerence in the whole experience. is is "Holy Ground," and there are a number of places
that are so special to me."
· "is was my ﬁrst retreat at Jesuit Retreat House and I found everything to be conducive to experiencing the Lord's presence
from its beauty, to its spaces for prayer, to the warm hospitality, to the gi of spiritual direction and to the group worship."
· "It is like spending a weekend in 'heaven'."

Stumped ﬁnding the perfect Christmas gi for a faith-ﬁlled
friend or family member? Consider giving someone the
blessing of attending a weekend preached retreat at the Jesuit
Retreat House! A retreat is a “gi that keeps on giving” as the
graces of a retreat continue to unfold in a person’s life for weeks
and months. To purchase a JRH gi certiﬁcate, contact Tanya at
(920) 231-9060 or oﬃce@jesuitretreathouse.org.

Support Our Ministry: Ways to Give
In addition to retreat oﬀerings, the Jesuit Retreat House relies on donations of
all sizes to continue its retreat ministry which, in 2022, includes 32 preached
weekend retreats and six individually directed summer retreats serving over
2,000 retreatants. is Advent and Christmas, please prayerfully consider your
support for our ministry through one or more of the following giving
opportunities:

GIVE

Annual Appeal – Fr. Mark’s annual appeal letter will arrive in late November. We hope for your ﬁnancial support for the ongoing capital needs of the
Jesuit Retreat House. is year, we seek to complete the renovation of the
Loyola lounge, improve the ventilation systems of the chapel, kitchen, dining room, and LaStorta conference room, and
upgrade our IT infrastructure.
Support Fund – is fund impacts our ability to oﬀer retreats and cope with emergency expenses and unexpected losses in
revenue. It continues to help ﬁnance the retreat house’s operations during the ongoing pandemic. Our current goal is to
replenish the support fund to the $1.2 million level it was at prior to the construction of Manresa wing and renovation of
the LaStorta conference center. (JRH used the support fund to pay oﬀ the mortgage on the new construction.) We are
currently $400,000 short of our goal.
Matching Gi – Please check if your employer oﬀers a matching gi program which may increase and, in some cases,
double the impact of your donation.
IRA Rollover – If you are 70½ or older, gis up to $100,000 from your IRA may be directly transferred from an IRA to
a qualiﬁed charity such as the Jesuit Retreat House, a non-proﬁt 501(c)(3) organization. Check ﬁrst with your IRA
administrator or tax advisor for more detailed information about Qualiﬁed Charity Distributions.
Appreciated Securities – To transfer stock ownership to the Jesuit Retreat House, the following information will help you
and/or your ﬁnancial advisor:
DTC # 0141 | Account # 3632-0118 | Account Name: Jesuit Retreat House
David F. Werner, Executive Vice President, Innovative Retirement Associates receives these transfers on behalf of
JRH: David@iretirementassociates.com; (920) 202-5559; 5601 W Grande Market Dr – Suite G, Appleton, WI 54913.
Planned or Deferred Gis – ese can provide you and your loved ones with important beneﬁts now and in the future.
Popular planned giving options include:
• Will bequests
• Gis of retirement assets
• Gis of life insurance

• Gis of real estate
• Charitable gi annuities
• Deferred gi annuities

• Charitable remainder trusts
• Charitable remainder unitrusts

For additional information, contact Deacon John at 920-230-6992 or jingala@jesuitretreathouse.org. You can give to the Jesuit
Retreat House online by clicking the donate button at www.jesuitretreathouse.org or by mailing a check payable to: Jesuit
Retreat House, 4800 Fahrnwald Road, Oshkosh, WI 54902.

