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e Jesuit Retreat House in Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
fosters spiritual enrichment rooted in the
Gospels, the Catholic tradition and the
spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Our
ministry is dedicated to creating a rich variety
of retreat experiences and providing an
atmosphere of quiet, peace and prayer in which
men and women of all faiths are encouraged to
discover and respond generously to God’s
personal invitation to wholeness and holiness.

www.JesuitRetreatHouse.org

“For The Greater Glory of God”

Regular Resurrections
Easter is the longest season in the Church year. It lasts a full 50 days! at’s good, because I need those
days to help me focus on the grace and call of the Resurrection. Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, writes that
“we need regular resurrections in our lives.” Remembering this has sometimes nudged me to seize an
opportunity, take a risk, be more creative, think outside the box (or the tomb into which I might be
stumbling), and let my heart engage Christ and the world in new ways.
Finding and embracing regular resurrections can be challenging. How do we do it? How do we keep our hearts nimble
enough to be places of life, not tombs? Practicing gratitude is one way of doing this.
During Holy Week this year, I attended the Chrism Mass at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Green Bay with other priests in
the diocese. At one point during the Mass, the bishop led us in and reflected upon a litany of thanksgiving. It was exactly
what I needed. Some parts of the litany specifically address priests, but many speak to all of the faithful and to our shared
baptismal priesthood:

Chapter ree of the pope’s exhortation presents a brief
analysis of each beatitude. Jesus says, “Blessed are the
By Fr. Jack Treloar, S.J.
merciful.” He points out that mercy has two aspects. First,
mercy involves, “giving, helping and serving others.” It also
A number of years ago I mentioned to a Sunday Mass
includes,
“forgiveness and understanding.” ese two
congregation that they should always remember that they
aspects
of
mercy must be present “especially when “we are
are good and holy people. Aer Mass several people
confronted by situations that make moral judgments less,
stopped and told me that no one had ever told them they
assured
and decision diﬃcult.” Being merciful in this way
are holy. It is a shame that
means that we reproduce in a
people who live good and holy
“e path to holiness is a source of peace
limited
way the very
lives are not acknowledged
and
joy,
given
to
use
by
the
Spirit.
”
perfection of God who always
for their everyday holiness.
gives and forgives. As Pope
— Gaudete et Exsultate §164.
Pope Francis, in his Apostolic
Francis concludes his
Exhortation, On the Call to Holiness in Today’s World
exposition of this beatitude he says, “Seeing and acting
(Gaudete et Exsultate) claims that everyone is called to
with mercy, that is holiness.” He does something similar in
holiness in accord with their state of life. Early in the
his exposition of all the other beatitudes always concluding
exhortation he points out two kinds of holiness. He
with words similar to his description of the beatitude of
characterizes the holiness of canonized saints as heroic
mercy.
holiness and only a limited number of people achieve this
Pope Francis’ exposition of the beatitudes puts holiness
manner of holiness. He says the most of us are called to an
within
our reach. For this reason, I have made his
everyday holiness manifested by fidelity to our Christian
exhortation
a centerpiece of my retreats. e pope
lives. He describes this holiness as the sacredness of “the
acknowledges that we all have holiness within our reach,
saints next door.” Ordinary people live lives devoted to
if
only we take the opportunity to grasp it in our everyday
sacrifice, and in these sacrifices, they become more alive
lives.
and more human.

Everyday Holiness

− For setting me apart to work for the Kingdom of God
− For the privilege of serving your holy Church
− For making me a person of prayer
− For the strength you provide in times of trial and distress
− For transforming me in my weaknesses and sins
− For making me an instrument of grace
To each of these, we responded with Peter’s words, Lord, you know that I love you. As I listened to the litany, I thought
not only of my own life, and oen the growth that awaits me in these areas, but also of retreatants I have met at JRH who
embody these points by their way of life. I am grateful for these people and God’s Spirit working in them.
I keep the litany—all 35 points of it—on my desk or near my place of prayer as a reminder to be grateful and to continue
to grow into the serving, transforming, preaching, pastoring, teaching, fraternity, sacrifice … the words of the litany call
me to.
Gratitude is at the core of Ignatian spirituality. It’s the second point of the daily examen! Gratitude keeps our hearts focused
on Christ, ready to recognize, embrace, and follow him out of any rut or tomb into new life. Gratitude keeps us open to
continual conversion of our hearts and the regular resurrections to which God calls us.
With a grateful heart,

Fr. Mark Carr, S.J.

St. Alphonsus Rodríguez, S.J., Endowment
Recently, JRH received a $10,000 matching gi establishing
a permanently restricted endowment to “support all retreats
and/or programming oﬀered by the
Jesuit Retreat House.” While starting small,
this endowment will complement the
retreat house’s support fund and explicitly
look to the long-term sustainability of the
Jesuit Retreat House’s ministry.
e endowment’s namesake—St.
Alphonsus Rodríguez, S.J.—reflects well
the ministry of the Jesuit Retreat House.
Alphonsus lived in the sixteenth century
and is most known for his humility,
kindness, and hospitality. His deep
spirituality would become known only
aer his death.
For over forty years he served as the
doorkeeper of the Jesuit college of
Montesión on the island of Majorca,
Spain. Whenever the doorbell rang, and
on his way to the door, he would repeat
the phrase. “I’m coming, Lord!”
Here at Montesión, through spiritual
conversation, he inspired a young
St. Peter Claver, S.J., to become a
missionary.
Prior to entering the Jesuits in midlife, Alphonsus was married and had
three children. He was a businessman,
a wool merchant. Following the death of
his wife and children, Alphonsus, then in
his mid-thirties, followed God’s calling
to a new vocation as a religious brother
in the newly established Society of Jesus.
St. Alphonsus Rodríguez’s life will
resonate with many of the people who
come to the Jesuit Retreat House on Lake
Winnebago: lay and religious, parents
and spouses, business women and men,
and people seeking to follow God’s call to
deepen their spiritual life.
St. Alphonsus shares the ministry of
hospitality and spiritual accompaniment
of the Jesuit Retreat House. He is a model
of faith that embodies the Spiritual Exercises.

JRH Board Members

Our initial goal is not only to match the $10,000 gi but to go
well beyond that and in doing so honor two beloved
members of the JRH ministry team
who moved on this past year. e first
$50,000 we raise will honor Fr. Chris
Manahan, S.J., and Trish Neuman.

If you would like to contribute to
the St. Alphonsus Rodríguez, S.J.
Endowment in honor of Fr. Chris
Manahan, S.J., and Trish Neuman,
the simplest way to help grow the
endowment is to donate online, or by
check made out to Jesuit Retreat House
St. Alphonsus Rodríguez, S.J.
(memo line: St. Alphonsus Rodríguez
Endowment) or by contacting Dcn. John
Fr. Chris Manahan, S.J., Ingala at (920) 230-6992 or his email at
aer seven years at the
jingala@jesuitretreathouse.org.
helm of JRH, embraced
a new mission at the
Your contribution, together with
Midwest Jesuits
those of others, will help seed this
Province Oﬃce where
endowment to support the ministry
he now works with
newly ordained Jesuits preparing for final JRH.
vows and senior Jesuits nearing the end
of their years of active ministry. During
his tenure at JRH, Fr. Chris helped open
the new Manresa wing and celebrated
is is my happiness,
the burning of the mortgage taken out to
this my pleasure:
pay for the new construction. Fr. Chris—
like St. Alphonsus, who he regards as one
to live with Jesus,
of his favorite Saints—ministered
to walk with Jesus,
humbly at JRH. Many enjoyed his
hospitality, found comfort in his
to converse with Jesus,
gentleness, and benefitted from his
to suﬀer with and for Him,
spiritual guidance.
Trish Neuman
retired in December
2021 having served
11 years as retreat
registrar. Whether in
person or on the phone,
Trish was our door
keeper, welcoming thousands of
retreatants and guests to JRH. She
always wore a smile, was always ready to
help, and made everyone feel at home.
Trish is enjoying her retirement with her
grandchildren and her new friend,
companion, and dog, Filbert.

this is my treasure.
— St. Alphonsus Rodríguez, S.J.

In the Silence
In the Silence is the title of a book of photos and reflections
put together by a group of #018 retreatants from the Diocese
of Davenport in Iowa. It’s a wonderful collection of retreat
memories that resonates with most retreatants. e book
resides in the Loyola lounge. Below is one of the poems from
the book.

In the silence
I quiet my mind (it’s not easy)
I allow myself to cry—
I rest.
I am vulnerable to self.
I retrieve simple, joyful memories,
And am reminded of the pure goodness and love
I experience regularly in my life.
I work toward forgiveness—
of myself
and others.
I redeem my spirit
I write letters of love
I heal
I prepare for the noise with the armor of God.

Volunteer
e ministry of the Jesuit Retreat House is fostered and promoted by many
volunteers. In addition to retreat coordinators and those who serve with
JRH Board, the retreat house depends on volunteers to help in a variety of
areas on its campus. A list of volunteer opportunities is now posted on our
website www.jesuitretreathouse.org under the ABOUT US tab.

Tree Update
In April, the Jesuit Retreat House
planted 32 new trees, including aspen,
birch, buckeyes, chestnut, elm, hickory,
and linden trees. ese replaced
diseased trees that have been removed.
If you are interested in honoring or
memorializing someone with a tree,
please contact Dcn. John Ingala at
(920) 230-6992 or by email at
jingala@jesuitretreathouse.org.

Since 2018 a Board of Directors has overseen
JRH. Board members are appointed by a special
three-member Board of Members, all Jesuits
appointed by the Jesuit Provincial. is year, JRH
welcomed Ruth Hoenick and Susan Stabile to
its Board of Directors; they replace Glen Higgins
and Dick Suslick. Let us be grateful for the service of all past and present Board members. Current Board members are:
Board of Members
Rev. James Flaherty, S.J.
Milwaukee, WI
Rev. Bradley Held, S.J.
Pine Ridge, SD
Rev. Gregory Hyde, S.J.
University Heights, OH
Board of Directors
Carol Ackels
Dallas, TX
Catherine Androyna
Milwaukee, WI
William Campion
Green Bay, WI
Rev. Mark Carr, S.J.
Oshkosh, WI
James Dunn
Pewaukee, WI
Rev. Eugene Donahue, S.J.
Oshkosh, WI
Lisa Durocher (Chair)
Menasha, WI
Ruth Hoenick
Slinger, WI
James Janisse
Graon, WI
Monica Mahler
Belgium, WI
John Novotny
Wauwatosa, WI
Jordan Skarr
Chicago, IL
Susan Stabile
St Paul, MN

